
Children's Film Society, India

Hyderabad                                                        www.cfsindia.org                                                           Issue: 2                                                  November 15, 2015

BIOSCOPEBIOSCOPE

For Gajju, this was an evening he will never 

forget. Along with his young friends, he 

just could not stop dancing for sheer joy. The 

opening of the Nineteenth International 

Children’s Film Festival of India was a sight to 

see, and the respect Gajju got was nothing 

short of veneration of the Golden Elephant.

Even before the formal function began, all the 

Chief Guests released balloons into the air and 

there were two large size replicas of Gajju 

outside the two gates of the Shilpakala Vedika 

which has been used for the first time as the 

venue of the opening of the Festival.

Union Minister of State for Information and 

Broadcasting Col. Rajyavardhan Singh 

Rathore, Telangana Commercial Taxes and 

Cinematography Minister Mr Talasani Srinivas 

Yadav, Union I and B Secretary Sunil Arora, Mr 

Mukesh Khanna who is Chairman of the 

Children’s Film Society, India, Dr Shravan 

Kumar who is its Chief Executive Officer, and 

Gajju’s favourite actresses Tabu, Karishma 

Kapoor with her sister Kareena were there to 

greet the arrival of the Golden Elephant on his 

eleventh trip to this city of the Char Minar. The 

scintillating programme was also presented 

by two people whom Gajju admires so much – 

actress Gauhar Khan and my friend Akshat 

who were the emcees for the evening.

Speaking at the event, Col Rathore said amidst 

cheers that since Hyderabad had held this 

festival consecutively for eleven times, it may 

become the permanent venue. He was 

particularly impressed that as many as 187 

entries were those made by children. He said 

the aim should be to produce good cinema for 

children that entertains and informs as well. 

With the use of mobiles and newer gadgets, 

filmmaking had opened up new vistas.

Mr Yadav said Telangana Chief Minister K. 
Chandrashekhar Rao had declared this 
Festival as a state event and had given 
instructions to have proper infrastructural 
facilities for the purpose. He also expressed 
happiness that films were also being shown in 
different districts of the state.

Earlier welcoming the delegates and the 
cheering audience, Mr Arora said the Festival 
would provide a stimulating week of 
education, information and entertainment to 
the children. He said cinema was the horizon 
of entertainment and the Festival also helped 
to explore the latent talent among the young 
ones. It provided a confluence of filmmakers 
and delegates who included children.  He said 
around 100,000 children were seeing the 
films in Hyderabad and the districts. 

Mr Khanna said the Indian catch phrase 
Vasudhaikar Kutumbakam meant the world is 
a family, and this was best achieved through 
cinema. He expressed the hope that the 
children of today will grow up to make a better 
world tomorrow. 

Actress Tabu said she was happy that her 
native city was hosting a festival of this 
magnitude. She also expressed joy that 
Karishma Kapoor’s daughter had entered her 
film in the festival. 

Karishma said she was in favour of 
encouraging children to do what they wanted 
and therefore had encouraged her own 
daughter who along with others made a film 
at the age of eight.  She said use of digital 
technology will help to provide a better 
tomorrow.

Kareena said that she was particularly excited 
not merely because her own niece had a film 
in the festival, but because the Festival will 
encourage young filmmakers to reach great 
heights if they were passionate enough. So let 
them realize their dreams, she added.

Golden Elephant 2015 gets off to a realy 
digitally colourful start

Gajju’s 
Programme Today

Whew! That was some inauguration – so 

colourful and so energizing as well. But 

now it is time for Gajju and his friends to 

get down to some serious work and learn 

some new things.

And Uncle Mukesh Khanna who is 

Chairman of the Children’s Film Society, 

India, and the Chief Executive Officer 

Uncle Shravan Kumar have really planned 

a very hectic schedule – enough to make 

Gajju lose some weight!

There will be four workshops at the 

Jawahar Bal Bhavan in Public Gardens. 

There will be three workshops from 3.30 

pm to 5.30 pm on Filmmaking, Script 

Writing, and Theatre. 

There will also be workshop at the same 

venue from 3.30 pm to 6.30 pm on 

Animation. All the workshops are open to 

children who come to the venue to 

register themselves in time.

Later in the evening, from 5.00 pm to 6.00 

pm, there will an Open Forum on ‘Evolving 

India Inc. – Programming a 360 degree 

Approach. This is clearly another bold step 

towards making Digital India a national 

concept.
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Date Time Name of the Film Country Mins.

15th 9:30 AM Code M The Netherlands 97

11:30 AM Marie's story France 94

2:00 PM 13 Iran 90

4:00 PM Jirka & the White Mice Czech Republic 15

Prasad Screen - II, Necklace Road (Main Venue)

15th 9:30 AM My Friend Raffi Germany 93

11:20 AM The Outlaw League Canada 90

1:40 PM Bird Watching Portugal 12

2:10 PM Billu's flight India 28

3:00 PM Shortcut Safari India 100

Prasad Screen - III, Necklace Road (Main Venue)

Date Time Name of the Film Country Mins.

Date Time Name of the Film Country Mins.

15th 9:30 AM The Golden Horse Denmark 79

11:05 AM Be Happy India 3

11:10 AM River Road China 102

1:35 PM Kick It Germany 102

3:30 PM Lola On the Pea Norway 90

Prasad Screen - II, Necklace Road (Main Venue)

What you will
get to see at ICFFI

CFSI Mobile App launched to 

enable easier access to its library

The 19th International Children’s Film Festival of India will 

stand out always for the seriousness with which it has taken 

its theme – Digital India!

Apart from the awesome opening which had so much 

emphasis on digital technologies and the benefits of this, 

Gajju was so happy to know that the Children’s Film Society, 

India, has now come out with a new way to reach out to all 

my friends all over the world.

A CFSI Mobile App was launched today by the Chairman, Mr 

Mukesh Khanna, in the presence of the Chief Executive 

Officer Dr Shravan Kumar, and actresses Tabu, Karishma 

Kapoor and Kareena Kapoor. 

Speaking on the occasion, Mr Khanna said that the App 

would have the entire catalogue of all the films produced by 

the CFSI with their trailers, details on how my friends all over 

the world can now acquire these films, photographs, the 

history of the CFSI, and also information about new projects. 

He said this will make it simpler for everyone to get to know 

about the 250 films that have been produced by the CFSI 

and was another step in realizing the dream of Digital India. 

At the same time, he said children should not get so 

addicted to mobile gadgets and things like WhatsApp that 

they begin depending on these gadgets and their 

confidence level falls. 

Dr Kumar said this App was unique as the films could also be 

acquired by Indians or others leaving overseas.

Karishma and Kareena both said they believed in letting 

children decide what they wanted to do as they grow up as 

this led to commitment and greater confidence.  
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The Golden Horse 

River Road

Kick It

Director: Reinis Kalnaellis/ Latvia, Lithuania, 
Luxembourg, Denmark/ Latvian (with English 
subtitles)/2014/75 mins

Based on a poem by national poet Rainis in 
1909, this is a deeply Baltic fairytale which 
inspired a new focus on cultural identity and 
the desire for independence. The story depicts 
the coming of spring after a long and 

desperate winter like a symbol that sparked 
hope in the Latvian people had endured seven 
centuries of oppression, which are reflected in 
the seven years of the Princess’s captivity. The 
Golden Horse also teaches that heroes are not 
always action figures. Heroes often blend into 
the rank and file of humanity - persevering 
over time through adversity to step up 
selflessly when called upon.

Li Ruijun/China/2014/ Live action feature/103 
mins

Two young brothers set off with their camels 
on a long journey to their parents, following 
an old river long dried out. The walls of 
abandoned houses are reminders of an earlier 
time, for this was once the Silk Road. But now 

the water has gone and with it the people and 
their animals. The search for new pastures 
was also the reason why the boys’ family had 
to separate. This is a source of tension 
between the two and they must learn to get 
along. 

Director: Katarina Launing/Norway/102 
mins/2014

Anja, a spirited young girl who loves soccer 
even though her classmate Jonas considers it 
a game unfit for girls, tries to win him over but 
does this hostility is a disguise for his love for 
her. When Anja is diagnosed with leukemia, 
she remains optimistic and full of energy. She 
even continues her involvement in the school 
soccer tournament while still in hospital. 
When Anja is finally no longer able to 
participate in the tournament, Jonas comes 
up with a special plan 2014.

Director: Arend Agthe/Germany/2014/93 
minutes

Gold hamster Raffi belongs to eight year old 
Sammy. The little rodent is very special. Not 
only can he kick goals with a football but he 

can also sniff smuggled goods – and this 
better than a tracker dog. However one day 
Raffi is ill and it turns out to be worse than 
thought: a heart disease which needs to be 
operated. But he goes missing and Sammy 
finds his little Hamster has been kidnapped by 
a ruthless criminal. 

Director: Mayank Tripathi/India/Hindi/28 
mins/2015

A young boy in a small village in India loves a 
pigeon which he wants to use for a 
competition called ‘Kabutarbazi’ to pay of his 
father’s debt who is farmer struggling to pay 
of his loan. Inspired by Mr. A P J Abdul Kalam’s 

famous quote “Your flight is measured not by 
yours wings but by your courage”. But his 
hopes are shattered when his pigeon goes 
missing. What happens next is revealed in the 
climax.

Directed by :  Amitabha Singh/India/ 
Hindi/100 mins

A group of seven urban children get stuck in 
dense forest - far away from their homes and 
families, for three days. They have a chance 

My Friend Raffi 

Billu’s Flight

Shortcut Safari 

encounter with two poachers who are 
roaming the forest in hunt of a rare, clouded 
leopard Jimmy. The kids manage to subdue 
the poachers, but that leads to a bigger 
confusion- who is the real Jimmy?

Director: Thomas Heinemann/Germany/ 
2014/Live Action/120 mins

Lola lives with her mom Loretta on a 
houseboat. Since her father vanished into thin 

air a year ago, she has become introverted 
and lives in her own little dream world. She 
has vowed not to cut her hair or wash the spot 
where her dad last kissed her, until he gets 
back. One day, however, her solitude is broken 
by an intruder, Rebin who is a Kurd living 
illegally in Germany with his parents. Lola’s 
mom has met a new man, Kurt. A few days 
later, Rebin and his family are nowhere to be 
found, and Lola is inconsolable…

D i r e c t o r :  J e a n  B e a u d r y / C a n a d a /  
French/2014/90 mins

Twelve-year year Nicki lives with his family in a 
fishing village. His passion is baseball, 
inherited from his father and his grandfather. 
He wants to reclaim the town baseball field 
that the mayoress wants to convert into a 
dump and also renew family ties with his 

grandfather Jeremy who sank into depression 
and alcohol after the death of his son. But 
memories of his own childhood days and love 
of baseball eventually stir the old man to sign 
up with the young people in their fight against 
the town council. 

Lola on the Pea

The Outlaw League

What you should see today….and why
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But amidst all these speeches, Gajju also 

enjoyed the large number of cultural 

programmes presented, and was very 

amused when he saw his friend Akshat 

dancing to songs picturised on his favourite 

hero Salman Khan and then getting both 

Karishma and Kareena to join him on stage to 

do the same!

And then there was a very beautiful dance by 

children from Telangana choreographed by 

Raghav Raj Bhatt who is himself a disciple of 

Kathak Guru Birju Maharaj. Around forty girls 

dressed in shimmering white sarees danced 

to ‘Swagatam shubh Swagatam’ and had the 

audience in raptures!

But what followed was equally stimulating, 

when the well-known Hari Krishna dabbled in 

sand art to create fantastic pictures 

welcoming the audience, carrying a logo of 

the Festival, creating an art piece of the 

universe, a child shooting a film, the growth of 

new media like television and laptops, and 

finally ended with a portrait of Chacha 

Jawaharlal Nehru, as 14 November which is 

his birth anniversary is also celebrated as 

Children’s Day.    

The Illuminati performance simply left me 

breathless with the way in which they 

demonstrated the concept of Digital India 

which were Prime Minister Mr Narendra Modi 

is pursuing. 

And finally the XIX Dance Troupe which has 

won so many awards left us stunned with 

their energy and also stressing the concept of 

Digital India as they danced to a medley of 

songs including ‘Jai Ho’ which won an Oscar 

for India!

The event closed with the screening of the 

opening film ‘Happy Mother’s Day’ by Anjuli 

Shukla made for CFSI.

The venue was beautifully decorated, with 

two large replicas of the Golden Elephant 

lighted in different colours at the two 

entrances to the venue, and balloons all over 

the place apart from glittering lights.

During his speech, Col. Rathore had said that 

the shrieks and shouts of the children 

reminded him of a film he had seen where 

similar shrieks were used to create energy and 

light and he said it was enough to light up the 

whole of Hyderabad. 

Gajju and his friends agreed with him and felt 

that the same enthusiasm throughout the 

Festival would lead to a lot of fresh energy and 

talent!

Edited by B.B. Nagpal on behalf of the Children’s Film Society, India, Films Division Complex, 24, Dr.G.D. Marg, Mumbai-400 026.

Design Seshu Kumar MVV,   M. Sudha, T. Satya,  J. Anand

Photos Kabir Ali

Designed & Produced by Efforts, # 11-4-654/3, Nilofer Hospital Road, Red Hills, Lakdikapul, Hyderabad-500 004. www.efforts.co.in

Festival Office CFSI, Camp: Telangana State Film & TV, Theatre Development Corporation, 10-2-1, A.C. Guards, Hyderabad - 500 004.

Meet our International Live Action Jury

Satish Kaushik, Chairman

Kai S Pieck

Satish Kaushik has over the last three decades 

carved an undeniable niche for himself as a 

highly acclaimed actor-director-producer-

writer in Bollywood. Boasting a body of work 

that spans nearly a 100 films as an actor with 

cult characters which became hugely popular 

with Indian film audiences, he stepped into 

the international film circuit with Sarah 

Gavrone’s British film "Brick Lane" where he 

played Chanu Ahmed in a lead role, followed 

by his effortless performance in Dev Benegal’s 

"Road, Movie". He is also a passionate and 

highly successful director with commercial 

entertainers such as Tere Naam, Hum Aapke 

Dil Mein Rehte Hain, Hamara Dil Aapke Paas 

Hai, and Mujhe Kucch Kehna Hai. Satish is now 

appearing in a comedy television series Sumit 

Sambhal Lega. He is currently working on his 

next directorial venture, Mayanagri. 

Kai S Pieck worked with all kinds of puppets 

and their possibilities to easily teach children 

as a school child. He held several exhibitions 

with self-made puppets and was contracted 

to make puppets for a children's theatre a.o. 

He wrote a book about making and 

manipulating marionettes.

At the age of 15, he started to make Super8 

films and later co-founded the first Super8 

movie theatre in Hannover in Germany.  In 

Munich, he worked as the first ad & casting 

director and became a writer and director for 

film, TV, advertising, show & stage. He now 

lives in Berlin.

Director  of  Extravagant india! ,  the 

International Festival of Indian Films in  Paris 

which is holding its third edition in autumn 

2016 in the frame of Namaste India at the 

Gaumont Champs Elysées, Gabrielle is also 

programmer of the Short Film Evenings at 

Peniche Cinema and Associate editor of the 

programme Chemin d’artistes produced for 

Arte TV Channel  by Images et Compagnie. She 

has directed the short film L’écrivain (The 

writer) which won the jury prize at the 

International Fillm Festival of India in Goa in 

2008 and the Golden camera award at the 

Nakesh Film Festival. She has written the script 

of the feature film Sarah under production 

(Director Kai Wessel starring Emmanuel 

Seignier and Riccardo Scamarcio).  

An award-winning director, producer and 

animator, Chang’s first animation film was the 

Gabriele Brennen 

Joe Chang

short Chinese Violin (2000) with the National 

Film Board of Canada. His most recent work is 

the feature animated film The Magic Train 

(2015). Currently, Joe is an artist and 

independent filmmaker, and is also working 

at the School of Art, Zhejiang University of 

Technology as a Dean and Professor in 

Hangzhou, China. He studied at Lu-Xun 

Academy of Fine Arts in Shenyang, China and 

Tama Art University in Tokyo, Japan

David Hands began his career as a Director of 

Photography for television commercials in 

Cyprus. In 1993, he began an international 

career working as a news and documentary 

cameraman/editor covering the war in former 

Yugoslavia, the continent of Africa, and the 

Middle East. In 2003 he returned to Cyprus and 

formed the production company Crewhouse 

Media. He began producing and directing 

documentaries and short films. In 2012 he 

completed a Master’s Degree at Cambridge 

School of Art (UK) in Film and Television 

Production. He currently works as a DOP, editor 

and director and he is the artistic director at 

the International Children’s Film Festival of 

Cyprus.  

David Hands
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