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Approaching a 360 degree approach for 

marketing and popularizing films for 

children is as important as producing it, and 

the objective should not merely be to make 

films for festivals.

This was the consensus at an Open Forum 

about using a wholesome approach for 

distributing films. Children’s Film Society, 

India, Chairman Mukesh Khanna and its Chief 

Executive Officer Dr Shravan Kumar were 

among the participants. Ashish  Kulkarni, 

Chairman of AVGV–FICCI, conducted the 

discussion.

Mr Khanna stressed the need for helping 

children through films adopt a moral fibre and 

said the scriptures like the Mahabharata could 

provide good content that create awareness 

and help personality building rather than win 

awards at Festivals.

Dr Kumar said outreach is a new concept for 

film marketing today. “Besides the budget, a 

producer of children’s films has to take note of 

Gajju’s 
Programme Today

Gajju is sure he will be losing some 

kilos this year, the way he is being 

made to run around with his friends 

from venue to venue with so many 

activities happening.

And the number of activities is only 

increasing. Three workshops began 

yesterday at the Jawahar Bal Bhavan 

in Public Gardens on filmmaking, 

animation, script writing and theatre.

But the enthusiasm of Gajju’s friends 

and their energy is unending, and so 

another workshop has been added 

from today on something I am always 

doing – dancing around. But as winter 

is coming and it gets dark earlier in the 

evenings, the timing has been 

changed and all the five workshops 

will be from 2.30 pm to 5.30 pm.

The Open Forum is on Imparting 

Creativity through Non-Conventional 

Curriculum would be held at Prasad’s 

IMAX at the Media Centre from 5.00 pm 

to 6.00 pm.

So another day of running around and 

learning so much! 

marketing, merchandising and gaming 

aspects as well”.

Nazara Games CEO Mahish Agrawal said 

presentation and distribution through all 

channels was as important today as making 

good films. He referred in this regard to 

packaging like comic books, and DVD 

–apparel-merchandising. 

Sameer Jain, co-founder of Green Gold 

Animations, said the market is huge for 

animation and children’s films, provided these 

are made available on apps and mobile. 

Today’s children are no longer glued to TV but 

go to mobiles and apps.

Ms. Gabriele Brennen, a noted film director 

from France and a jury member said local 

content and local flavour was very important 

to catch the attention of children. “You cannot 

sell a movie with French or German locales in 

India as children would not understand the 

cultural nuances or the children of that 

region“.

Local content, merchandising, apps and
gaming vital for marketing children’s films



Date Time Name of the Film Country Mins.

16th 9:30 AM The Generations India 105

11:35 AM Yellow India 10

12:05 PM Not Out India 21

12:40 PM The Secret Forest Russsian Federation 15

1:10 PM Abdul India 12

1:35 PM Idiot Iran 15

2:50 PM Scarecrow Philipines 90

Prasad Screen - II, Necklace Road (Main Venue)

16th 9:30 AM A Piece of Dogu Japan 25

10:20 AM Cloudy Children Iran 18

11:05 AM A Tree in the Sea UAE 18

11:45 AM Moustache India 18

12:30 PM Gunjaa India 28

1:20 PM The Happets in th

 Rainbow Forest Spain, Brazil 68

3:20 PM Firefly Forest Taiwan 5

3:35 PM Red Point Iran 4

3:50 PM Time to Bed Taiwan (ROC) 3

4:05 PM Golden Age Turkey 2

Prasad Screen - III, Necklace Road (Main Venue)

Date Time Name of the Film Country Mins.

Date Time Name of the Film Country Mins.

16th 9:30 AM Blue Mountain India 134

12:05 PM The Backward Class Canada 91

2:25 PM How to Steal a Dog Korea 109

Prasad Screen - II, Necklace Road (Main Venue)

What you will
get to see at ICFFI
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What you should see today….and why

Blue Mountains

The Backward Class

How To Steal A Dog

The Generations

The Yellow Festival

Suman Ganguli/India/Hindi/134 mins

Hill-town boy Som gets selected in a television talent hunt. 
Unknowingly, Som is pushed into the vortex of “making of a 
celebrity singer” lioke his mother by everyone. But Som’s conquest 
for stardom ends faster than it 
had begun. He returns to his 
hometown unceremoniously in 
the darkness of failure. Once a 
dreamer of the Blue Mountains, 
Som sinks in the abyss of lowest 
self-esteem.  How will he come 
out of this? 

Canada/2014/English, Tamil/91 mins

Aspiring graduates Vijay, Anith and 
Mala are from the backward class. 
For thirteen years Shanti Bhavan 
School has educated them with the 
highest of academic standards. But 
they must struggle against the 
backdrop of rigid age-old traditions 
and general coming-of-age. 

KIM Sung-Ho/Korea/2014/109 mins

Ji-so is a 10-year old living with 
her mom and a little brother Ji-
suk in a pizza truck. With her 
dad out of contact after their 
pizza truck business went 
bankrupt and her mom lacking 
a sense of reality, Ji-so and her 
friend Chae-rang decide to get a 
house on their own. They naively believe five thousand dollars can 
buy a house and Ji-so finds a missing dog poster with a five 
thousand dollar reward. Will they succeed?  

Balu Mahendra/India/Tamil/2013/105 minutes

This is a clash of generations where 
Siva, the son of the ageing Subbu 
who is fanatic about religion and 
caste, falls in love with the Goanese 
Catholic Girl Stella who cannot 
speak Tamil. Subbu does not 
approve of the marriage. Will the 
father and son unite again?

Kamal Sethu/india/Tamil/2015/35 mins

Bubbly little Meenakshi wants to become School Pupil leader at 
the cultural festival but her puberty comes as an unexpected road 
block. So she decides to hide the news from Gomathi, her 
conservative mother but fails. 
Gomathi wants her daughter 
to go through the traditional 
Coming of Age ceremony of 
Manjal Neeratu Vizha – The 
Yellow Festival - at the expense 
of school. So who will win?
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Not Out

Idiot

Scarecrow

A Piece of Dogu

Abhishek Sinha/India/Hindi/2015/20 mins

Young Veeru eats, sleeps and dreams cricket and 
works hard to hone his bowling skills. But will he 

be able to overcome not just his poverty but also 
his failures in order to pursue his passion?  

Shahram Shirzadi/Iran/Persian/2014/15 
mins

An unlucky shepherd sets out toward the Sage 
in order to find his luck back. As he travels he 
meets an old woman, a wolf, and a tree, each 

complaining about its own bad luck. The man 
decides to ask the sage about their luck too…

Zig Dulay/The Philippines/2015/90 mins

Every weekend, Belyn and her son Popoy tread 
along the outstretched embankment from the 
rice fields to the town center. They head 

towards Manang Martha’s house where Belyn 
serves as a washerwoman. However, Popoy is 
charged of stealing a golden watch of Martha’s 
daughter. Belyn’s family will be discriminated 
against and be deliberately avoided as if they 
were real-life scarecrows of society. 

Yukinori Makabe/Japan/2014/24 mins 

"Dogu," a symbolic mud doll of the Jomon Era, 
brings forth bittersweet memories for Asami 

and her schoolmates. It is a film that takes 
viewers back to their nostalgic thoughts, but 
also resonates as a fresh approach thanks to 
the mysterious "Dogu" motif.

Reza Fahimi/Iran/2014/18 mins

The story of two rural kids who have struggle 
over thing‘s that cannot be earned .Finally all 
of a sudden they share all their lacking.

Shahir Zag/UAE/Arabid/18 mins

A fisherman fishes illegally in a marine reserve 
to keep a promise he made 65 years earlier. 
But will he succeed?

Soumil Shetty/India/English/2014/18 mins 

Young Ashay discovers the beginnings of a 
moustache on his face and this causes an 
upheaval as his newfound manhood makes him 

feel shock, despair and embarrassment as well as 
pride, delight and elation. As his first shaving 
experience turns out to be a disaster, Ashay finally 
understands what growing up is all about.

Mrinal Dev/India/Bhojpouri/2014/28 mins

Gunjaa lives in a remote village of Bihar with 

her mother and father, who earns his living by 
making and selling a handmade wooden bier. 
When Gunjaa is told that she can only get 

Cloudy Children

A Tree in the Sea

Moustache

Gunjaa

What you should see today….and why

money to go to school unless people die and 
her father’s handmade bier will get sell. So 
Gunjaa starts praying that people should die. 

Alex Colls/Spain, Brazil/2013

The Happets feel the need to help other 

animals who are having a lot of trouble 

surviving, so they decide to go on a mission of 

solidarity that will take them to Rainbow 

Forest. There they will find a whole 

biodiversity in the form of Colourettes and 

Shadows and a dying Rainbow struggling for 

breath. The Happets are horrified because not 

only are the Colourettes in danger of death but 

so is the Rainbow, a symbol for them. 

Shiau-Lian Liou/Taiwan/Silent/2014-15/5 
mins

A seven-year-old boy is looking for fireflies in 

the front yard at his grandma’s home. When 

he is going to quit searching, an elf comes out 

from the woods. The boy mistakenly assumes 

the elf to be a firefly. He then follows the elf 

and starts up a memorable adventure.

 Ya Hsuan Hsiao/Taiwan/2015/3 mins

A little boy is drawing but falls asleep only to 
wake up and find himself filled with drawings 

on the face. Finally, he sees that it is the little 
boy inside the mirror playing tricks on him 
and plans to take vengeance. 

H Sercan Tunali/Turkey

A Viking in a small village, Viki Kiki Boo Du, is a 

hero who crosses the ocean, camps in forests, 
constantly roars, and even beats dragons. Viki 
kiki Boo Du had gone to seek for new lands far 
from Odin's forests, made discoveries, and 
returned to his village with booty. But then 
things change.

The Happets In The Rainbow Forest

Firefly Forest

Time to Bed

Golden Age 
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The opening of the Little Directors Section 

came with a touch of glamour as former film 

star Babita Kapoor along with her daugjhters 

Karishma and Kareena and grandchildren 

Samiera and Kiaan came to the debut film by 

Karishma’s daughter Samiera, ‘Be Happy’.

Information and Broadcasting Ministry 

Secretary Sunil Arora expressed happiness 

that the festival had became a platform for 

even celebrity kids to showcase their creative 

expression. Other children whose films were 

shown were also present and they included a 

seven-year pold Aviral Malhotra from 

Chandigarh who has acted, scripted and shot 

the film Heaven Vs Dino Ball made with the 

assistance of Purple People Labs

Festival Director and CFSI CEO Dr Shravan 

Kumar said, "Little Directors is  a beautiful 

attempt to express the thought process and 

state of mind that the children very often go 

through in their developing years but are 

unable to discuss or share with their parents.

A touch of glamour for Little Directors 

T S Nagabharana, Chairman

Christophye Defaye, Japan

A veteran filmmaker from the Kannada film 

industry, Nagabharana acquired a degree 

each in Science and Law. Continuing his 

theatrical acting and directorial ventures, he 

started his film journey in 1978 and received 

International, National, State and other 

awards for his debut film Grahana in 1979.  He 

has made 34 films and received 9 National 

awards, and 17 State awards apart from 

International and other awards.  Eight films 

have been selected for the Indian Panorama 

in the International Film Festival of India. He 

has made four children films. He has been a 

Board Member of CIFEJ (the International 

Centre of Films for Children and Youth’), an 

International organisation and has been on 

the National Film Award Jury six times. 

Christophe Defaye was born in France but is 

working as manager of AOKI studio in Tokyo 

since 2000. He was co-author / director with 

Olivier Defaye in 2013 of the multi-award 

winning Short film “Friends”.  He created a 

database of children’s films festival. 

www.childrenfilmfestivals.blogspot.com and 

has more than 60 children's film festivals and 

150 awarded films in the database.  He 

created a blog about children’s films to focus 

on the poetic dimension of the creations is to 

introduce children to new and original 

creations. For this blog, he created also the 

“fictional questionnaire”, an interview’s series 

of directors about their fictional and 

imaginary world and background. From 2014, 

he also started to be involved with 

educational apps for children.

Venay Felton has been the Artistic and 

Executive Director of the Reel 2 Real 

International Film Festival for Youth since its 

inception in 1998. A fervent advocate of 

children’s media for over thirty years, she has 

worked at the Media Centre for Children in 

New York City, curated film programmes for 

museums and community centres, and 

conducted film appreciation workshops. She 

has served as a Juror of the International 

Festival of Film & Video for Children in Isfahan, 

Iran, and was invited to participate as a 

discussant on “Documentaries for Young 

Audiences” at the Flaherty Film Seminar in 

Claremont, California. 

Acharya Chakravartula alias Chakravartula 

Simha Chary has put in more than 25 years in 

producing and directing around 200 

documentaries and short films for TV media. 

He is the winner of the highest ever number of 

12 prestigious Nandi awards from the 

erstwhile combined Andhra Pradesh for 

producing thought provoking films. Currently, 

he is a government empanelled director in 

Venoy Felton, Canada

Acharya Chakravarthula, Hyderabad

Telangana and AP. His “Kalamathalli Koluvulo 

Nirmal” is a documentary on the world 

famous Nirmal handicrafts in Adilabad district. 

Vedakumar is currently holding the offices of 

Chairman, Children’s Film Society, Telangana, 

Vice Chairman of, Deccan TV News and Cultural 

TV channel and Editor of Deccan Land Monthly 

Magazine in Telugu. He organized seven 

Hyderabad Children’s Film Festivals from 1992 

and also organized the first and second Asian 

Children's Film Festivals biannually in 2002 

and 2004 He was in international Juries in 

many International Children’s Film Festivals 

held in China, Iran, Philippines, Bangladesh, 

Italy, South Korea, Armenia and Africa. His 

association with renowned Film Maker 

B.Narsing Rao as Executive Producer and in 

other capacities made many outstanding 

feature films. 

Manikonda Vedakumar, Hyderabad

Meet our Asian Panorama Jury members
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