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Children today are full of creativity but the 

need is to find ways to tap this creativity at 

an early age and nourish it when they are still 

young to ensure this energy is properly 

groomed.  

Training and tutoring should in fact be 

imparted at the school level itself through 

conventional curriculums and forums.

This was the general consensus at the Open 

Forum on “Imparting Creativity through non-

conventional curriculums”, and almost all the 

speakers related various ways in which this 

was being done.

It was also generally agreed that it was 

necessary to tap the talent among children 

who were not necessarily covered under the 

structured curriculums. 

The speakers included filmmakers Harry 

Baweja and Ashok Kaul, Director of Animation 

films and Jury Member Shilpa Shukla who had 

made her mark with ‘Chak De’, Chaitanya  

Chinchlikar who is Vice President of the 

“'Whistling Woods International'; Sanjeev 

Waheerkar who is the Creative Director at 

MAAC, Prof. Raghunath from IIM, Bangalore, 

and ICFFI Director Dr. Shravan Kumar. CFSI 

Chairman Mukesh Khanna was also present 

and added to the discussion on parents giving 

more attention to the creative talent among 

their children.  

Ashish S K, Chairman of FICCI Forum on 

Animation, Gaming, Visual Effects and Comics, 

who moderated the discussion, said “We need 

to be literate and creative...so if you are a 

Creativity can flourish through unconventional
systems and not under structured curriculum

doctor or engineer you still need to be a 

creative doctor or engineer.” He added that 

the Central Board of Secondary Education had 

agreed to consider the aspect of parallel 

creative courses. He also stressed that parents 

could restrict their children from spending too 

much time on  

Almost all the speakers were unanimous that 

the present education system and the 

schooling pattern did not support any 

creativity among children.

Prof. Raghunath said, “It’s important to 

explore the world from multiple perspectives 

and the key remains in the ability to have 

multiple lenses in one’s own mind to see 

things. And also in our society we need to have 

a clear path for someone who is creative and 

has talent.”

Chaitanya said that attempts had been made 

to involve the Film and Television Institute of 

India and some NGOs to prepare structured 

training programmes for creative children 

outside their structured school curriculums. 

He said the model of training and tutoring 

children in creative skills had begun in around 

700 schools at the 11th and 12th standard 

level but he wanted this to begin even earlier 

from the third or fourth class. 

Dr Kumar said the Little Directors concept was 

really aimed in this direction of boosting 

creativity among children. This is the second 

edition of Little Directors and the concept has 

already gone international. He said the aim 

was to make it an extension of the formula to 

promote creativity among children. ”If not 

possible in regular courses, we will promote a 

parallel curriculum in schools for boosting 

creativity among children”, he added. “Our 

learning from previous experience of Little 

Directors show us that children from even 

humble backgrounds can express their 

creativity beautifully, given a platform to 

express.

Gajju’s Gajju’s 
Programme TodayProgramme Today

Ms. Shilpa Shukla said children were sensitive 

and were a treasure trove of talent. She said it 

was acting that actually gave her voice and 

she strongly believed in unconventional 

learning. 

Ashok Kaul who is Chairman of the 

International Animation Jury highlighted the 

need for non-conventional methods but 

wanted sustainable process and funding 

patterns  which alone could help  promote a 

creative idea into reality. “What we need is a 

start up hub for creative ideas among Children 

film makers”, they all said together.

After a hectic day and the dancing he did 

at the Workshop, Gajju is informed that 

there is still no rest for him and his 

young friends as the workshops will 

continue!

The four workshops that began two 

days earlier at the Jawahar Bal Bhavan in 

Publ ic Gardens on f i lmmaking,  

animation, script writing, theatre, and 

dance are to continue. The time for these 

workshops will be from 2.30 pm to 5.30 

pm.

The Open Forum is on ‘Is Digitalization 

redefining the story telling formats and 

consumption for kids’ would be held at 

Prasad’s IMAX at the Media Centre from 

5.00 pm to 6.00 pm. The panelists are Mr 

Ram Krisjna Veerapaneni, Mr M 

Vedakumar, Mr Ramesh Tekwani, Mr 

Shirenik Rao and Mr Deepak Jain and 

moderated by Mr Ashish Kulkarni.
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Date Time Name of the Film Country Mins.

17th 9:30 AM One Day China 90

11:25 AM Dreaming of Peggy Lee U.K. 10

11:50 AM Super Girl India 16

12:20 PM I am Sami UK, Kurdistan 15

1:35 PM The Sea & the flying fish Iran 78

3:15 PM Story of my father's

bike and Me Iran 84

Prasad Screen - II, Necklace Road (Main Venue)

Date Time Name of the Film Country Mins.

17th 9:30 AM Baanaadi -Free Bird India 145

12:25 PM The First Lesson India 10

12:35 PM All The Best India 7

12:42 PM Control India 2

12:44 PM Donate Life India 1

12:45 PM Hook India 4

12:49 PM Pushed India 1

12:50 PM Street School India 4

12:54 PM The Combo India 5

12:59 PM TRAFFIC Jamming India 5

1:04 PM Zero To Hero India 2

1:06 PM Angel vs Demon India 4

1:10 PM Best Super hero 1 India 4

1:14 PM The Boiling Point India 3

2:20 PM Birds of Passage Belgium 84

Prasad Screen - I, Necklace Road (Main Venue)

Date Time Name of the Film Country Mins.

17th 9:30 AM Magic Train China 87

11:15 AM 100 Rupees India 20

11:50 AM Aatma the Soul India 11

12:01 PM ROCKIN RHINO Germany 3

12:04 PM LAMBS Germany 4

12:08 PM ZEBRA Germany 3

12:11 PM IMAGINARIUM Portugal 8

12:19 PM I GOT NEIGHBOURS Hungary 4

12:23 PM HUNTER AND THE KING Croatia 7

12:30 PM GHOST HOUR Latvia, Estonia 7

12:37 PM PRIORITIES Latvia 9

12:46 PM THE TALE OF STRING Denmark 6

12:52 PM THE PRESENT Germany 4

12:56 PM NOTHING ELSE

BUT WATER France 5

1:01 PM PIK PIK PIK Russian Federation 3

1:04 PM SIMORGH USA 5

2:15 PM Need to Study 

(Chaduvukovli) India 102

4:11 PM Chinese Whisper India 21

Prasad Screen - III, Necklace Road (Main Venue)

What you will get to see at ICFFI

Digital Installations enthrall audiences 
about how motion picture technology has evolved 

Two digital installations had been put up at 

the venue. The first of these was on the 

Evolution of the Camera from the earliest to 

the latest technologies to take the young 

ones through the era of motion pictures. The 

second was a ‘CROMagic’ which will make 

the children feel how their Superhero flies in 

the air. 

Digital Installations enthrall audiences 

about how motion picture technology has 

evolved 

The 19th International Children’s Film Festival 

of India has found new ways to involve Gajju’s 

friends and even the venue of the inaugural 

ceremony, Shilpakala Vedika, was witness to 

this.

These installations have been put up by the 

Shamishti International School in association 

with the Purple People Lab especially for the 

Children’s Film Society, India. 

All the guests at the inaugural venue got a 

glimpse of the future and the past, all at the 

same place.
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Free Bird

One Day

 Super Girl

Nagaraja Kote/India/Kannada/2014/146 mins

Young Kishore stays in a village with his 
grandfather but one day his father Avinash 
comes from overseas and takes him against 

his and his grandfather’s wishes to the cit and 
gets him admitted in a school there. Kishore 
runs away and attempts a new life with some 
well‐meaning & supportive Folk ‐ Artists, 

hoping to bring his father and grandfather 
together again.

Du Bo, Yang Zhilin, Yi Xiaoxing, Liu 
Yonghong, Tian Yuan, Wang Bo (known as 
Skin3), Tong Zhijian and Jiang Ying, 
Li Ruijun, Wang Daqing/China/2014/90 mins

The film consists of nine inspirational stories 
which explore the life and dreams of nine 
different groups of disadvantaged children. 

They include impoverished children, dyslexic 
children, mentally challenged children, 
abducted children, blind children, over-
weight children, deaf children, left-behind 
children, and prisoner’s children. In this film 
every disadvantaged child has a beautiful life; 
every disadvantage child can have the right to 
their own dreams.

VaaniArora&HemantGaba/India/English, 
Hindi.2014/17 mins

Ten year old Nadia is all set to conquer the 
world. She loves superheroes and believes she 
can be one! As she goes about to achieve this 
through science experiments with the aid of 

her grandfather, she discovers the most 
important quality of a superhero – the 
superpower of kindness!

I am Sami

The Sea & The Flying Fish

Story Of My Father’s Bike & Me

100 Rupees

Kae Bahar/United Kingdom, Kurdistan/ 
English/2014/15 mins

Living in a war zone, 10 year old Sami is forced 
to take decisions beyond his understanding; 

decisions that could deprive him of his 
childhood and change his life forever. 

Mehrdad Ghafarzadeh/Iran/Persian/ 
2015/78 mins

Ehsan is an innocent jailed deaf and dumb 
youngster at correctional camp. He speaks out 

his  words by paint ing.  During his  
imprisonment he happens to know that his 
father has sold his sister in return for his debts. 
This makes Ehsan restless to break out of the 
prison to save his sister.

Fayaz Mousavi/Iran/Persian/2014/100 mins

Hamed, the 13-year-old teenager has to both 
study and help his mother with work after his 
father’s death. He carries the clothes his 

mother makes to her customers riding an old 
bicycle left for him from his father. He has to 
ride long distances every day. Meanwhile the 
M i n i s t r y  o f  E d u c a t i o n  m a k e s  a n  
announcement about a bicycle race for 
guidance school students. He takes part with 
the same old bicycle.

Prashanth Raj/India/2015/20 mins

Arvind, a 10 year old boy from a small village 
in South India, has three days to prepare for a 

What you should see today….and why

role play speech at school and impress his 
crush- Indu. But in order to do that he needs 
100 rupees! His desperation for the money 
takes him deeper into his family’s struggles.

Petra Varga/Hungary/2013/3.42 mins

I Got Neighbours presents four neighbours 
doing their evening routine. But when the old 

lady's cat and the magician's hat accidentally 
meet, things get out of control.

France/silent/2014/

The story takes place in Lisbon at the time of 
the great maritime discoveries. Explorers, 
looking like pigs, arrive in the harbour after a 
long voyage across the oceans. Everywhere in 
the city small groups gather and congratulate 

each other. They organize spontaneous round 
dances and celebrate their return. Meanwhile, 
a young pig has the strange feeling of being 
completely isolated from the others in his own 
native city..

Dmitry Vysotskiy/Russia/2014/3 mins

There is a tree in the woods. Ants and a birdie 
are living there. They always fall over one 
another. But one day a wood-cutter comes to 
cut the tree they consider they own.

I got neighbours

Nothing Else But Water 

Pik-Pik-Pik
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Ashok Kaul - Chairman

Joris Van Dael

A Major in the Indian army, he left it to join 

the world of cinema after he met the 

showman Raj Kapoor in Kashmir. He worked 

closely with Raj Kapoor in the making of his 

films.

Kaul wrote, produced and directed the 

National Award winning film ‘Param Vir 

Chakra’. The film received several other 

awards including best Story award. The film 

was invited by the American Cancer Society 

for fund raising in the United States of 

America. He then Wrote and Directed India’s 

first feature film in Animation and Live 

action, “Bhagmati, The Queen of Fortunes”, 

which became a landmark film in the history 

of the animation industry in the country. 

Kaul was invited to deliver a lecture at the 

World Islamic Conference in Indonesia to 

speak on interfaith and the theme of his film 

“Bhagmati”. He recently completed a 

feature film “Mumbai Central,” due for early 

release.

Joris Van Dael graduated as an actor at the 

Royal Music conservatory in Liège in 1984. 

After developing an acting and directing 

career for theatre and television, the 

Belgium-born Joris founded the "KIDSCAM 

animation studio for children and 

youngsters" in 2003. The aim of the studio is 

to support and develop "Child produced 

movies" as a genuine part of our cultural and 

artistic curriculum (heritage). The KIDSCAM 

film projects are the result of  collaboration 

between professional artists and children. 

Every year, about 52 films are produced with 

the participation of more than 1200 

children. (www.kidscam.be)

Coming from a business family of Punjab, 

Harry Baweja is husband of producer Pammi 

Baweja and father of the actor Harman 

Baweja who had his debut in Harry’s Love 

Story 2050. 

Among other films, Harry has made the 

successful animation film Chaar Sahibzaade 

which brought him respect from Sikhs 

around the world. He is now working on the 

second part of this film which he hopes to 

release by summer next year and will then 

get to work on the final part. 

Harry Baweja 

His other films include his debut film 

Trinetra, Dilwale, Diljale, Karz: The Burden of 

Truth, Qayamat: City Under Threat, and the 

very emotional Main Aisa Hi Hoon.

N Suresh Kumar is a well known writer, 

director and producer of the Telugu Film 

Industry. He has received 12 “Nandi Awards” 

from the Government of Andhra Pradesh 

and was honoured by the Telangana 

Government with the “Ugadi Puraskar”. He 

received the “Wonder book of World Record” 

and “Genius Book of International Record” 

Certificates for making the highest number 

of documentary films by an Individual. He is 

founder President of Telangana Television 

Development Forum, Telugu Writers 

Associat ion and Telugu Televis ion 

Federation

Nagabala Suresh Kumar

Meet our International Animation 
competition jury members

Gajju was very happy when jury members of 

the Litt le  Directors and Animation 

competition section were full of praise for the 

films shown in these sections.

Noted filmmakers Deepak Jain and Allani 

Sridhar said the selection of the films had 

been great and they had lots of hope from 

what they have seen. “While it is so easy to 

judge an adult film, it is not so easy to judge 

children’s films,” said Jain. 

Ethiopia’s Mikyas Efram said it was good to see 

translation of ideas into films made by 

children, and actor Shilpa Shukla said, “It is 

great that children are getting such enriching 

experience.” 

Clara Ines Suarez from Argentina was very 

excited to note that the films had good sound 

and proper dialogues. 

The animation press meet had noted film 

directors and even child jury members.

Jury Members full of praise for Animation and Little Directors entries
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