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Children's Film Society, India

Gajju’s 
Programme Today

Chairperson, Mr Mukesh Khanna, had been 
interacting with the young participants. 

All the Juries have found the selection of the 
films ‘fantastic’ and said they had good 
content. He said that some other festivals and 
film bodies for children like the European 
Children Film Association had expressed 
keenness to interact with the CFSI.

Answering a question, he said that CFSI had 
succeeded some time earlier in getting a 
commercial release of its film ‘Gattu’ and had 
taken its films like ‘Gopi Gawaiyya Bagha 
Bajaiyya’ to international film festivals including 
the Toronto International Film Festival.

He said the CFSI had also now succeeded in 
ensuring children regularly get to see good 
films and had institutionalized the process. 
The Festival had over four hundred children 
from India and abroad who had been invited 
as delegates, apart from more than a 200.000 
children who had come from all over the 
country to see the films. 

He would like that the children who come 
from other countries should stay in Indian 

T
he biggest achievement of this Festival has 
been to bring out the talent of the young in 
a competitive Little Directors section.

Dr Shravan Kumar who 
is the International 
Children Film Festival of 
India Director told 
Bioscope that this was 
an initiative which was 
not being replicated in 
other countries. He is 

Chief Executive Officer of the Children’s Film 
Society, India, which has organized the Festival 
in association with the Telangana Government.

He said that the Little Directors section should 
go global so that Indian films are shown 
overseas, ‘The kids are becoming stars’, he said.

He said his ‘perspective is complete as
I wanted the Festival to show films made by 
children and not only those made for them ‘

Dr Kumar said his biggest satisfaction is to see 
the excitement among the children, he said, 
pointing out that both he and the 

Mukesh Khanna had 
s h o w n  r e l e n t l e s s  
energy as Shaktimaan 
on television screens 
for seven years almost 
two decades earlier. In 
h i s  n e w  r o l e  a s  
C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  

Children’s Film Society, India, there is still no 
slowing down of the man who has so many 
important television serials like ‘Mahabharata’ 
and films behind him.

But he is a man with a mission: he wants to 
change the role of CFSI from merely being a 
producer of some films to one which also 
ensures that these films are actively seen in 
the mainstream theatres in the country. 

As the 19th International Children Film 
Festival of India marches towards its close, Mr 
Khanna told Bioscope that he was greatly 
satisfied by the fact that all the juries had 

expressed satisfaction at the quality of films 
shortlisted for the competitions. 

He was also grateful for the cooperation he 

had received from the Telangana Government 

which had in a special gesture ensured that all 

the invited children stay in the same hotel as 

the delegates instead of being put up in a 

different hotel.

Asked about whether this festival should 

become an annual feature, Mr Khanna said he 

was personally of the view that the week 

beginning from 14 November, Children’s Day, 

should be marked as Children’s week and CFSI 

or other children films should be shown all 

over the country throughout this period.

He said he was working for a fixed time slot for 

children’s films on Doordarshan and said he 

was personally in favour of a separate TV 

channel for the young as a lot of content was 

now being generated, particularly by the CFSI 

and animation studios. He will also work on 

regular shows in theatres.

He said his primary advice to makers of films 
for the young was that they should make films 
fit for release, and films fit for being sent to 
foreign film festivals. He said such films tend to 
have a completely style of filmmaking and 
would not appeal to the young. Furthermore, 
films should be made from the perspective of 
the children and not talk down to them. He 
said that he had deliberately involved 
commercial filmmakers in the CFSI so that he 
could shortlist producers who make films that 
get released.

He had also expedited the process of clearing 
scripts so that projects are approved early and 
filmmakers are not forced to switch to other 
films.

He was also in favour of every state giving 
subsidy and exemption from entertainment 
tax to films for children. 

Shaktimaan is back…..in a new avatar

Little Directors should go international, says Shravan Kumar

There is a tinge of sadness in Gajju’s eyes, and he is 
not dancing as usual. The Festival is coming to an 
end, and he will miss his new-made friends. 

The Festival will formally come to a close with the 
awards ceremony at the Shilpakala Vedika with 
the event starting at 6.00 pm. The Honourable 
Governor of Telangana and Andhra Pradesh, His 
Excellency E S L Narsimhan is the Chief Guest of the 
evening.

Other dignitaries will include the state 
Commercial Taxes and Cinematography Minister 
Mr Talasani Srinivas Yadav; Mr K V Ramana Chary, 
IAS (Rtd), Advisor to the state Government; the 
Chairman of the Children’s Film Society, India, Mr 
Mukesh Khanna; Dr Shravan Kumar who is CEO of 
CFSI and Festival Director, and Mr Navin Mittal who 
is Secretary to the State Government and 
Commissioner for Information and PR. 

Also present will be the Chairmen and members 
of the various juries of the Festival, who will 
present their reports and announce the awards. 

The cul tura l  programme wi l l  inc lude 
presentations by children of Telangana schools; 
followed by screening of award winning film.
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Date Time Name of the Film Country Mins.

20th 9:30 AM A Daughter's Dream India 120

11:50 AM Little Dragon India 90

1:30 PM A Rainy Day India 10

1:40 PM Trekking India 7

Prasad Screen - II, Necklace Road (Main Venue)

Date Time Name of the Film Country Mins.

20th 9:30 AM Labyrinthus Belgium 96

11:20 AM Ek Tha Bhujang India 73

12:45 PM The Yellow Festival India 35

Prasad Screen - I, Necklace Road (Main Venue)

What you will get to see at ICFFI

Date Time Name of the Film Country Mins.

20th 9:30 AM A town called Panic Belgium, France 26

10:00 AM Autumn Leaves France 11

10:15 AM Humanexus USA 13

10:30 AM Metamorphosis - My story India 9

10:39 AM All the best India 7

10:46 AM The Silence Siren India 12

10:58 AM Angel vs Demon India 4

11:02 AM Cigi India 2

11:04 AM Hue Am I? India 13

11:30 AM Myna & Esterix India 20

11:50 AM I Say Bhallaji ! India 20

12:10 PM The Bookselle from the Mountain India 20

1:10 PM I have just had a dream Spain 7

1:17 PM Matilde Italy 10

1:27 PM The Fly Italy 7

Prasad Screen - III, Necklace Road (Main Venue)

journalists to go and see some of the best 
films between work.

Attached to that is also a small room for 
mediapersons to sit with personalities to 
interview them.

The Centre has been set by the Information 
and Public Relations Department of the 

Government of Telangana in association with 
the Children’s Film Society, India.

And a very senior mediaperson from 
Hyderabad has join the Centre to prepare the 

Press Releases which are regularly sent along 
with photographs of all events taking place in 
this Festival.

For Gajju, the Golden Elephant, all the uncles 
and aunts working in the media are as 
important for him as his friends.

He is therefore very happy that the media has 
been given so many facilities. There is a Media 
Centre at Prasad IMAX which also helps me to 
meet so many persons in the media.

The Centre has one hall for holding Press 
Conferences which can seat more than forty 
persons. 

And besides it is a Media Room which has 15 
Computers with internet facilities so that they 
can use the e-mail to send stories. And it also 
has facilities for FAX for those who prefer to 
send their stories that way. This also helps the 

Facilities for Mediapersons at the 19th ICFFI

Oops!

In his excitement, Gajju is getting very 
careless. The headline for the Open Forum is 
“Strong policy initiatives needed for 
development of AVGC in Telangana” and not 
AVCG. In the same story, Dr Shravan Kumar has 
been described as the Chairperson of CFSI, 
whereas he is the CEO. And Ms Dhvani Desai is a 
freelance filmmaker and not attached to Co-
Media Entertainment as reported. 

families so that they also learn about the 
culture of the country.

He said full attention was now being given to 
marketing and distribution of the films and he 
had been meeting several exhibitors in this 
connection. 

Answering a question, he agreed that 
animation was a very important tool for 
reaching out and catching the attention of the 
children who now had other means of 
entertainment. 

The aim also was to enroll children outside the 
school system into creative arts and give them 
real life

Learnings. The aim was to teach in a Guru-
Shishya parampara fashion.

He also said the Government was working on 
a Centre of Excellence for AVGC. 

Referring to the Festival, he said in answer to a 
question that one always learnt new lessons 
and greater attention would be paid to 
improve any lacunae in future festivals. 

Selected films will also be taken to other parts 
of the country so that children unable to come 
to Hyderabad could also see the films.

He wanted the Festival to grow independent 
of the persons heading it, and become a 
global strength.
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A Daughter’s Dream

Labyrinthus

Ek tha Bhujang

Humanexus

M a n t o  P a s h u p a t i n a t h / I n d i a / H i n d i
/2014/2 mins

Chingri is a small girl with unique swimming 
abilities unknown to her poor parents living 
on the banks of Ganga. She gets a chance to 
c o m p e t e  i n  t h e  s t a t e  s w i m m i n g  

championship but becomes a scapegoat of 
sports politics. While returning, the villagers’ 
boat starts sinking and she comes to the 
rescue.

Douglas Boswell/Belgium/96 mins

Frikke, a 14-year-old boy, comes across a 
computer game and discovers that it is being 
played with real children, uploaded in the game’s 

labyrinth. In a race against time, Frikke tries to 
find the evil creator of this horrible game.

Mohinder Pratap Singh/India/Hindi/2014/73 mins

Ten-year old Muslim boy Kabir wants to play 
the role of Lord Krishna in the school drama. 
Since the drama is about Lord Krishna's battle 

with a large snake, Kabir invents a lie in form 
of Bhujang, a large snake. He will go to any 
length to get the role, and this also teaches the 
teacher a lesson. 

Ying-Fang Shen/USA/English/2014/11

Humanexus is a reflection on mankind's long 
search for ways to connect each other, from 
cave drawings to tweeting. The film is the 
mysterious story by representing mankind's 
continued voyage to get connected and stay 
involved in the social web of expressions.

Metamorphosis – My Story

The Silenced Siren

Cigi

I say Bhallaji!

Jui Prashant Chawan/India/English/2015/8 mins

Dr. M B Raut Marg, a road made of asphalt, 
meanders around the Shivaji Park area with its 
long body across Residential Buildings, Stores, 

Schools, and clubs on its way. But the Road has 
suffered neglect and is deformed due to the 
digging of trenches by utilities, seepage of 
water and lack of cleanliness and hygiene. 

Siya Chandrie/India/Hindi/2015/12 mins

Pandeyji tells the story of forgotten textile mills 
in Mumbai to 16-year old Siya. He narrates the 

story of the mills and their workers and the 
syscrapers, malls and luxury residences that 
took their place. But at what cost? 

Grade VII students of Ecole Mondiale World 
School, Mumbai/India/Silent/2014/2 mins

A lonely girl he meets ‘Cigi’ (a cigarette 
character) one day at the bus-stop. Unlike her 
classmates who always ignore her and laugh 
at her, Cigi is fun. He plays with her, dances 

with her and also teaches her some negative 
things. She learns to bully younger and 
weaker kids, and wastes her precious time. 
Faring badly in school, her worried teacher 
takes the matter in her own hands and 
educates the girl about the ill-effects of 
smoking. 

Supavitra Babul/India/English/2015/21 mins

Mr. Bhalla, a 55 year old History teacher, fails to 
understand his adolescent students. His 
failure to understand today’s generation also 
distances him from his own son who has 
moved to Australia. B Nicknamed ‘Halla’ or 

What you should see today….and why

troublemaker by his students, he attempts to 
transforms himself and help the children 
overcome their limitations and inspires them 
to reach their full potential. 

School Cinema Edumedia/India 20 minutes

Three friends from Lucknow are unsure about 
their career choices after tenth. One of them, 

Sooraj, unexpectedly wins a trip to Mussoorie 
to meet the famous writer Ruskin Bond as a 
prize in a short story writing competition. 
What follows is a magical journey of self-
discovery for Sooraj and his friends.

Vito Palmieri/Italy/2013/10 mins

Despite a shy nature, Matilde is a child with a 
dynamic intelligence and a strong spirit. 
However, something is upsetting her in class. 

Combining the suggestions received from her 
teacher, the interest in the tools of a 
hairdresser mother, and her passion for 
tennis, Matilde looks for a drastic and original 
solution to find the serenity.

Marco Di Gerlando/Italy/2015/7 mins

Carlotta and her class have been assigned the 
task to draw animals starting with the M. 
While the rest of the kids have no problem 

drawing them, Carlotta is experiencing an 
artistic block. Finally, when she gets the idea of 
the animal she is going to draw,

The Bookseller From The Mountain 

Matilde

The Fly
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Allani Sreedhar
Telangana, India

Mikiyas Efram
Ethiopia

INTERNATIONAL LIVE-ACTION JURY

Satish Kaushik
India

Gabriele Brennen
France

Joe Chang
China

David Hands
Cyprus

ASIAN PANORAMA JURY

Christophe 
DefayeJapan

Nagabharana T.S.
India

Acharya Chakravarthula
Telangana, India

Venay Felton
Canada

Veda Kumar
India

INTERNATIONAL ANIMATION JURY

Sri Nagabala Suresh Kumar
Telangana, India

Ashok Kaul 
India

Harry Baweja
India

Joris Van Dael
Belgium

LITTLE DIRECTORS JURY

Deepak Jain
UAE

Shilpa Shukla
India

Kai S. Pieck
Germany

Filmmakers and exhibitors were unanimous 
that there should be a definite slot for 
children’s films in cinema halls but agreed 
that films should fetch audiences and not 
screen to empty houses.

There was also support for the proposal by the 
Children’s Film Society, India, that audiences 
will come if schools are roped in to send their 
children as the parents will not object.

Speaking at the Open Forum on “Will India 
ever find space for children films in theatres?", 
CFSI Chairman Mukesh Khanna reiterated that 
films should be made with the exhibition 
sector and audiences in mind and good 
content.

Festival Director Shravan Kumar said the CFSI 
had drawn up infrastructure for involving 
schools to send their children to the theatres, 
thus ensuring audiences and getting theatres 
involved.  

Bioscopewala Pictures founder Nishit Takia, 

whose children’s film Delhi Safari had done 

exceedingly well in other countries said the 

number of theatres had shrunk and children’s 

films that were released in theatres were very 

often taken off for big star films. 

Filmmaker T  S Nagabharana pointed out that 

a film he had made in 1987 for children had 

run for 25 weeks in Karnataka, whereas now 

he was unable to find space for his films.

In his response, Thomas D’Souza from PVR 

Theatres said he was prepared to show 

children’s films if they had good content, but 

wanted to ensure at least 25 per cent 

attendance in the theatre. 

Mr Sameer Jain whose Green Gold releases 

children's films every year and who had 

popularized Chhota Bheem said he managed 

to release children’s films because his films 

were made on a shoe-string budget and he 

had money for marketing which could go up 

to Rs five crore.

Hobo Little founder Swapna David
a country with a population of 340 million 
children, she had stubbornly decided to make 
films for them after having been involved in 
several high budget projects in Mumbai, and 
had therefore floated her own company. But 
she stressed the need for a good marketing 
plan and a charming light film.

Even as digitization had taken over, Ashish 
Kulkarni from the FICCI Forum on AVGC said 
there was growing difficulty in releasing 
children’s and animation films in India. It has 
also become expensive to market and 
distribute films. 

 said that in 

Children’s films should be screened in mainstream theatres if they have good content
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